
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Erin Bird 
Director 
Fair Trade Calgary 
 
January 7th, 2022 
 
Dear Erin, 
 
Subject: Support for Calgary to become a Fair Trade Town 
 
Operation Eyesight is pleased to announce its support towards Fair Trade Calgary and the 
campaign to have Calgary be recognized as a Fair Trade Town. 
 
Operation Eyesight is an international development organization working to prevent blindness and 
restore sight. Founded in 1963 in Calgary, Canada, we have been recognized as a key player 
working towards the elimination of avoidable blindness. With support from individual donors, 
foundations and governments, we collaborate with our hospital and government partners in low- and 
middle-income countries to invest in sustainable eye health treatment, blindness prevention and 
community development to create a better life for people now and into the future. We currently have 
programs in Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Liberia and Zambia, and we are 
looking to expand to other countries in the future. 
 
For over a decade, we have developed and implemented our Hospital-Based Community Eye Health 
Program model to create access to eye health services at the community level and reach people in 
remote communities. By recruiting local community health workers and educating communities 
about eye health and general health, we encourage health-seeking behaviour among community 
members. This leads to the elimination of avoidable blindness in entire communities. Our work 
contributes to the achievement of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal #3: Good 
Health and Well-Being, as well as the goals related to poverty, gender equality, water and sanitation, 
and partnerships. 
 
Operation Eyesight’s values align with the mission of Fair Trade Calgary to empower marginalized 
producers to improve their living conditions and well-being. We envision an equitable, just world with 
prosperity for all.  
 
We wish Fair Trade Calgary the very best and look forward to Calgary achieving this designation in 
the near future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Danielle Gibbie 
Director, Strategic Partnerships  
Operation Eyesight  


